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Background 


For the first time in January this year General Register Office for Scotland 
(GROS) published additional variants for the 2008-based population projections. 
These additional variants are high and low life expectancy, high and low fertility 
and zero migration. High and low migration variants were published previously as 
part of the main 2008-based Population Projections for Scottish Areas 
publication. The additional population projections now make it possible to 
produce additional corresponding variants for household projections. 


Variant projections provide a broad indication of the sensitivity of the household 
projections to the demographic assumptions. The principal household projections 
are based on the principal population projections which use assumptions about 
fertility, mortality and migration that are thought most likely to occur over the next 
25 years. Variant projections are based on alternative assumptions of future 
fertility, mortality and migration. 


Note: Household Analysis Review Group (HARG) members are asked to consider the 


additional variant household projections along with other alternatives 
incorporating survey data and determine which should be prioritised. 


Scotland Results 

The principal household projection shows the number of households in Scotland 
increasing from 2.3 million in 2008 to 2.8 million in 2033. This compares to 2.6 
million households for zero migration and 2.9 million households for high 
migration variants in 2033. Chart 1 illustrates these figures, along with results for 
other variants. 


Chart 2 compares the projected percentage change in households from 2008 to 
2033 for variant projections. All variants show projected increases in smaller 
households but decreases in larger households. 


Chart 3 compares the projected percentage changes in age groups from 2008 to 
2033 for variant projections. All variants show large projected increases in the 
75+ age group. Low and zero migration projections show small percentage 
reductions in the 30-34 and 45-59 age groups. 


Results for Local Authorities 

Variant household projections for Local Authorities follow similar patterns as 
those for Scotland though there are exceptions. Details for individual Local 
Authorities and Scotland can be seen in Table 1 and Table 2. 
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For most Local Authorities the projected number of households for the variants 
follow a similar pattern with the high migration variant projecting the highest 
number of households for 2033, then high fertility, high life expectancy, the 
principal projection, and below this low life expectancy, low fertility and then low 
migration variant. The zero migration variant gave the lowest projected number of 
households for Scotland compared with the other variants mentioned. The results 
for the zero migration variant differ significantly across the council areas 
depending on the migration assumptions for the principal population projection. 
For example, for Dundee where the projected long-term net migration 
assumption is -350 persons per year, the zero migration assumption leads to a 
higher projected number of households for 2033 than the principal projection. 
(Chart 4) 


Changing life expectancy assumptions also has differing effects on the projected 
population for each area of Scotland. Areas which have a high proportion of older 
aged people and less migration tend to be more affected by the changes in life 
expectancy assumption. For example, in the Orkney Islands the high life 
expectancy variant gives the greatest number of projected households. (Chart 5) 


4. Next Steps 
GROS will continue to investigate variants along with alternative headship rates 
to produce a range of household projections. (See HARG 2011 (3). Alternative 
Headship Rates for Household Projections) 


Note: HARG members are asked to consider the additional variant household 
projections along with other alternatives incorporating survey data and determine 
which should be prioritised. 


GROS: Household estimates and projections branch 
March 2011 
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Chart 1 
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Chart 2 
Variant projections, Percentage change in household types, 2008 to 2033 
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Chart 3 
Variant projections, Percentage change in age groups, 2008 to 2033 
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Chart 4 
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For Dundee City the zero migration variant gives the greatest number of projected households. 
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Chart 5 
Variant Household Projections Orkney Islands 
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For Orkney Islands the high life expectancy variant gives the greatest number of projected households. 
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Table 1 - Variant Household Projections for 2033, by Local Authority 


High High Life Low Life Zero 
Local authority Migration | Expectancy |High Fertility Low Fertility| Expectancy Don Migration 


Scotland 2,802,841 


Aberdeen City : ; ! 121,388 
Aberdeenshire ; ; 136,974 
Angus 58,905 
Argyll & Bute 42,808 
Clackmannanshire ; : ; 31,789 


Dumfries & Galloway 74,165 
Dundee City 71,848 
East Ayrshire 58,790 
East Dunbartonshire ; : 43,291 
East Lothian 58,673 


East Renfrewshire 37,641 
Edinburgh, City of ; , 291,748 
Eilean Siar ; A 13,373 
Falkirk 86,130 
Fife 197,129 


Glasgow City À ; 332,626 
Highland 129,494 
Inverclyde 34,488 
Midlothian 39,454 
Moray 43,333 


North Ayrshire 66,600 
North Lanarkshire 167,724 
Orkney Islands 11,940 
Perth & Kinross ; a $ 88,835 
Renfrewshire ; : ; 82,534 


Scottish Borders 64,666 
Shetland Islands ; : ` 11,112 
South Ayrshire ? ; ; 55,230 
South Lanarkshire 165,555 
Stirling A ; A 44,919 


West Dunbartonshire ; ; i 42,899 
West Lothian 3 i i 96,780 
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Table 2 - Projected percentage change in households from 2008 to 2033, Dy Lace Authority 


High High Life Low Life Zero 
Local authority Migration Expectancy High E Low rey Expectancy Eus Migration 


n 
Scotland 16% 


Aberdeen City 
Aberdeenshire 


Clackmannanshire 


Dumfries & Galloway 
Dundee City 

East Ayrshire 

East Dunbartonshire 
East Lothian 


East Renfrewshire 
Edinburgh, City of 
Eilean Siar 

Falkirk 

Fife 


Glasgow City 
Highland 
Inverclyde 
Midlothian 
Moray 


North Ayrshire 
North Lanarkshire 
Orkney Islands 
Perth & Kinross 
Renfrewshire 


Scottish Borders 
Shetland Islands 
South Ayrshire 
South Lanarkshire 
Stirling 


West Dunbartonshire 
West Lothian 





